
Trust the Story - “Our Mission”
I. Recap 
   A. Resources

The Bema Podcast
Video Series - “That the World May Know” Focus on the family taught by Ray Vander Laan
Books 
   Window Into the Bible by Marc Turnage
   The Exodus You Almost Passed over by Rabbi David Fohrman
   The Gospel of the Kingdom by Frank Viola
   The Untold Story by Frank Viola

Already read — Chapters 1-6 — Selected OT, Gospel of Luke, Acts 1-4
This week — Chapter 7, Acts 5:1-11:18 

  B. The Story
Genesis 1-11 — PREFACE
Genesis 12-50 — INTRODUCTION
Exodus - Revelation — NARRATIVE “Tale of two kingdoms”
   kingdom of empire “world”  vs  kingdom of shalom “God”

   C. “I Will be Your God”
  1. Genesis 17:8
The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to 
you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.

2. Exodus 29:45
Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God.

3. 2 Corinthians 6:16
… For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and 
I will be their God, and they will be my people.”

4. Hebrews 8:10
This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my 
laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.

5. Revelation 21:3
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and 
he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.
  D. Trust the Story - Our Mission — Leviticus 23

1. Sabbath (vs. 3) - celebrated weekly
2. Passover & Feast of Unleavened Bread (vs. 4-8) — First Month 14th Day  (Death)
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Exodus 6:6-7
I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being 
slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will 
take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.

1) cup of sanctification
2) cup of deliverance
3) cup of redemption
4) cup of protection (completion, restoration)
5) the cup of God’s wrath - Jeremiah 25:15

   b) Feast of Unleavened Bread - 15th Day for 7 days (Burial)

3. Firstfruits (vs. 9-14) — First day after Sabbath following Passover (Resurrection)
1) first to rise from dead - 1 Corinthians 15:23
2) ascend to my Father - John 20:17

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and 
tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.

4. Festival of Weeks (vs. 15-22) — 7 weeks following Passover

5. Festival of Trumpets (vs 23-25) — 1st day of the 7th month
6. Day of Atonement (vs 26-32) — 10th day of the 7th month
7. Festival of Tabernacles (vs 33-44) — 15th day of the 7th month
   Nehemiah 8:9-10

Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing 
the people said to them all, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people 
had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and 
sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not 
grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Isaiah 12:3
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

John 7:37-39
On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from 
within them.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that 
time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
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II. Location of God’s story
   A. Mt. Sinai - The mountain of God

1. Exodus 19:4-6 
You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 
myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 
possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ 
These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.

2. Kingdom is where a King reigns - where His will is done

   B. Mt. Moriah 
1. Abraham goes to sacrifice Isaac — Genesis 22:1-18
2. Threshing floor that David purchased - 2 Samuel 24:1-25
3. Location that Solomon chooses to build the Temple - 2 Chron 3:1-2

   C. The Garden
1. God was with them and walked with them - Genesis 3:8
2. God and humans separated
3. His program to bring us back starts with tabernacle
   a) place where heaven and earth meet
   b) forgiveness of sins 
   c) to bring us back to the Father’s house
4. Temple - becomes a “permanent” home
   a) heaven and earth meet
   b) forgiveness of sins
   c) bring back into the Fathers house
   d) house of prayer for all nations - Matthew 21:13, Mark 11:17
5. Jesus - John 1:14

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

   a) the place where heaven and earth meet
   b) “your sins are forgiven” - Mark 2:1-12
   c) Jesus is saying heaven & earth meet wherever I am
   d) John 4 - won’t worship in Jerusalem or on this mountain 

III. A New and Living Way
   A. Acts 1:1-3
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was 
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his 
suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to 
them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 
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1. What did he teach for 40 days?
   a) Luke 24:25-27

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not 
the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

   b) Luke 24:44-49
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has 
promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.

2. Luke 24:51-53
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

   B. Acts 2:1-13
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of 
a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.Now there were staying in 
Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came 
together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they 
asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native 
language? … Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” Some, however, 
made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 

1. Do we make the connection - Sinai & Moriah?
   a) thunder & lightning — mighty rushing wind
   b) fire
   c) God spoke
2. God brings it all together in this one moment
   a) a new house, a new temple made of living stones - 1 Peter 2:4-5
   b) law was written on tablets of stone - Exodus 31:18
   c) law now written on human hearts - 2 Corinthians 3:3; Hebrews 8:10
3. Spirit was given to make us an empowered house
   a) Used to have to come to the house
   b) now we take the house to them - even to the gates of hell

1) Matthew 16:13-20 - Caesarea Philippi
2) take good news - don’t curse the darkness
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   c) You bring the house wherever you go
1) where heaven and earth meet
2) John 20:21-23

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he 
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if 
you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.
   C. Your Mission should you choose to accept it, is to be a kingdom of priests
   D. Peter’s sermon - Joel 2:28-32; Psalm 16:8-11; Psalm 110:1 - Luke 20:41-44

IV. Kingdom of Priests
   A. Acts 2:42-47
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who 
had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

1. apostles teaching  

2. fellowship - community

3. breaking of bread - hospitality, sharing

4. prayer - His house will be a house of prayer

John 15:4-5, 7-8
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. … If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

   B. Kingdom of Priests - (taken from Ray Vander Laan “Israel's Mission Discovery Guide” (That the World 
May Know Volume 13) Zondervan

God brought Israel to Sinai to commission them to be his “partner,” a holy kingdom of priests influencing the 
whole world through example and word that their God was Lord and Savior. He called his people to holiness, 
not only for their sake but for the sake of the nations that would see them and thereby come to know him 
and his ways. Those of us who are God’s people today must also engage our broken world — not as power 
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brokers forcing change on others but as those who display the presence of Jesus — the kingdom of God — 
in everything we do. The world needs us . . . No, the world needs God! And he still chooses to make his 
presence known in and through his people — his royal priesthood. 
A lecture from Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks to a Jewish audience also speaks powerfully to Jesus 
followers who accept God’s call to join with his royal priesthood and display him to our world.11 In summary, 
he offers three options for those who would be his witnesses to our world:
   1. We can assimilate and be like the broken world we are called to affect. Our lifestyles can be dominated 
by the pursuit of pleasure, leisure, and material wealth. Our attitudes and actions concerning wealth can be 
shaped by a culture that connects happiness with possessions and meaning by how much we earn or own. 
Our sexual values and mores can be shaped by the media, what the majority believes, or what feels good. 
When we allow our culture to shape us, we give up our role and influence as God’s kingdom of priests. 
   2. We can isolate, living in safe communities and limiting our contact with those who have differing values. 
We can attempt to protect our lives and possessions with little regard for the suffering of others. This choice, 
also, is dangerous. If we have little to do with the world, we fail to understand it and leave ourselves [and our 
children] defenseless against it.
   3. We can engage. Sacks writes, “The world needs the Jews and Jews need the world.”12 I would 
paraphrase: “The world needs Christians and Christians need the world.” When God’s people engage our 
world in a creative, positive, and compassionate way, we enhance the lives of others — particularly those 
who suffer. We also bring honor to God’s name and draw others to him. We have been called to be God’s 
priests to a dying world. What if we came with the life-giving words and actions of the God who loves all his 
children and wants to restore them to his family? Again in Rabbi Sacks’ words, in a challenge to Jewish 
people (and I would say, to Jesus followers as well): 
What if Jews [and Jesus followers] would be found disproportionately as doctors fighting disease, lawyers 
fighting injustice, educators fighting ignorance, economists fighting poverty, etc. . . . Imagine a Judaism [and 
a Christianity] that engaged our greatest minds, our top professionals, our leading business people, our 
most creative artists, musicians and film producers, encouraging them to go out into the world making a 
contribution as role models and exemplars of faith — the faith in God that leads us to have faith in the 
possibility of defeating the reign of violence, terror, injustice and oppression? . . . We are bearers of the 
Divine presence, witness in ourselves to something far greater than ourselves, living proof of the dignity of 
difference and of the power of faith to heal a fractured world.
If we love God, we must obey him and learn how to be his kingdom of priests in our world. As his partner in 
redeeming a world in chaos, read the following verses and prayerfully consider how you will:

 * Mediate between God & people through the Holy Spirit within you
Luke 15:1-32; Acts 2:1-12, 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:1; Ephesians 2:19-22

 * Demonstrate by word & action what God is like
Matthew 5:14-16, 38-47; 6:9; 28:19-20; John 17:20-23; 1 Corinthians 11:1; Philippians 2:1-16; 
James 1:19-21, 26; 1 Peter 2:11-12

 * Meet human needs in God’s name 
Matthew 23:34-40; 25:31-46; Luke 16:19-31; 2 Corinthians 9:6-11; James 1:22-27, 5:14-16

 * Be holy (set apart, unique, like God)
Romans 12:1-2, 9-21; Ephesians 5:1-11; Colossians 3:12-14
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